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WHETTLSSaY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

ANNUAL  REK>RT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1947, 

Mr a Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  of 
the  health  of  this  district,  together  with  the  report 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  A.  D. Laws on, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STAFF, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  s- 


Sanitary  Inspector  :• 


Surveyor  :« 


W.A.D.Lawson,M.D.  ,B.Ch,  ,D.P.H.  ,DOMS 
J  •  J  • Ber q sf or d ,SoI.S.B. , A®  R • San • In . 
A.J.Brantom. 


Meat  Inspector  s- 


JoHoPoles*.  M.R.C.V.S 


General  Statistics. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  ... 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ... 

Product  of  a  Id.  rate  ...  ... 

Population  (Registrar  General* s  figure) 


23.362. 

2,403. 

£27,077. 

£116. 

8,422. 
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Vital  Statistics  1947* 

Population  -  Registrar  General 1  s  Estimates  • , , . . .  . . . .  .  8, 283  • 


Male0  Female. 


Live  Birth  Legitimate 

86. 

73. 

Birth  rate  per 

1 ,000  estimated 

"  "  Illegitimate 

4<> 

2. 

resident 

population  19°59 

Tobal  ; 

90. 

75. 

*(20*5) 

An  increase  on  the  previous 

year 

which  was 

18*83. 

Stillbirths  Legitimate 

20 

5. 

A  rate  of  42*42 
per  1 ,000  births 

"  11  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

of  0°85  per 

1 ,000  estimated 

• 

• 

population. 

Total  : 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

2. 

5* 

*  (o-5) 

one  year  -  Legitimate 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

4. 

3. 

A  rate  of  42*42 
per  1 ,000  live 
births . 

one  year  -  Illegitimate 

X  (43°0) 

Total  s 

4. 

3. 

This  rate  known  as  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  can 
usually  be  accepted  as  a  fairly  exact  indication  of  the 
health  of  an  area.  It  is  very  satisfactory. 

The  absence  of  large  slum  areas  in  our  small  community 
is  probably  the  main  contributory  factor. 


Ill  Deaths  in  an  estimated  population  of  8*422  gives  a 
crude  death  rate  of  13° 18  per  1 ,000. 

*(12°  00) 


*  For  comparison  the  Registrar  General's  figures  for 
1947  are  given.  These  are  provisional  only*  and 
based  on  the  weekly  and  quarterly  Returns. 


x 


Figure  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1946. 
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Summary  of  Causes  of  Deaths. 

r  '  1  '  ^  1  <•••<•"+■  1  —  rm  r  ■  ■  -■■■.■nw.  ..  i  ,i.  — .  n  ii-  —  n.  «• 


Male,  Female, 


Tuberculosis  Respiratory  system.  2 

Other  forms o  - 
Influen  za  (f  1 
Whooping  cough.  1 
Cancer  -  all  forms.  8 
Diabetes,  1 
Intercraxiial  Vascular  lesions.  3 
Heart  Disease.  1t> 
Other  Disease  of  the  circulatory 

system  , . .  . ,  3 
Bronchitis.  3 
Pneumonia.  4 
Ulcer  of  Stomach.  1 
Other  digestive  disease.  — 
Nephritis o  - 
Other  maternal  causes.  - 
Premature  birth.  2 


Con, Mai .birth  injury  inf. disease. 

Road  traffic  accident  and  other 

violent  causes . ...  1 

All  other  causes,  1 


4 


8 

1 

13 

21 

2 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


o 


Total 


infectious  Disease, 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  in  1947  • 


Cerebrospinal  fever 

•  •  9 

2 

Dysentery  baccilliary 

OOO 

1 

Erysipelas 

0  0  0 

3 

Food  poisoning 

0  0  6 

14 

Jaundice 

0  6  0 

22 

Measles 

OOO 

147 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

OOO 

1 

Pneumonia 

0  0  6 

24 

Scarlet  fever 

0  6  0 

18 

Whooping  cough 

OOO 

65 

Tuberculosis 

6  0  e 

5 

Total  :  302 


There  is  nothing  of  great  moment  with  regard  to  the 
infectious  diseases.  The  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
epidemic,  moderate  in  number,  were  mild  in  character. 
The  case  of  dysentery  was  a  relapse  in  a  returned 
soldier  who  had  been  serving  out  east. 

The  food  poisoning  cases  were  all  in  one  batch 
traced  to  some  pork  meat  and  were  mild  in  character 
and  rapid  in  recovery. 


Table  showing  incidence  of  T ,B. Notifications  during  1947# 


Age 

Periods . 

New 

He spiratory. 

Cases , 

Non 

Re spiratory. 

Deaths . 

Non 

Respiratory.  Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M  0 

P 

A  9 

M. 

T 

F. 

{  M. 

P. 

0 

1 

5 

15 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— . 

j 

ii 

! 

fl  - 

i  - 

r 

— 

25 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35 

45 

55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

/ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  upwards 

— 

_ _ 

j 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  : 

\ 

2 

.r..  ,  , _ _ _ 

3 

1 

Nil 

2 

3 

Nil 

1 

HOUSING. 


By  Council. 


No. 

ii 


it 

ii 


of  houses  completed. 

n  ii  . 

occupied. 

11  under  construction 
proposed:- 


Whittlesey 

236 

Coates 

88 

Eastrea 

14 

Turve s 

8 

Total  s 

346- 

By  Private 

Enterprise . 

10 

10 

3 


In  company  with  the  Country  at  large  we  have  a 
housing  problem 3  an  issue  which  is  probably  the  most 
serious  as  well  as  the  most  acute  of  the  postwar 
difficulties . 

Cases  of  overcrowding  do  exist  here  but  are  of 
less  magnitude  than  those  which  have  existed  in  the 
large  industrial  areas  for  decades. 

There  is  a  dearth  of  houses,  and  it  would  be  increased 
if  the  old  properties  which  have  been  or  ought  to  be  condemned 
were  vacated* 
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HOUSING  (Continued) 

What  to  do  with  these  houses  sadly  unfit  for  habitation 
is  a  dilemma.  Some  are  absolutely  beyond  repair,  and 
necessary  repairs  to  many  others  are  so  extensive  as  to 
make  the  expense  economically  prohibitive. 

Even  when  improvements  are  urgently  needed  as  for 
instance  a  leaky  thatched  roof,  a  provision  of  a  W.C. 
connected  with  the  sewer,  the  owner  loathe  to  incur  expense  on 
a  diminishing  asset  finds  a  ready  excuse  in  the  difficulty 
encountered  in  getting  repairs  done  owing  to  shortage  and 
high  cost  of  leJoour  and  materials. 

Meanwhile  the  builder  seeks  and  prefers  contracts  for 
new  and  straight  forward  projects  rather  than  this  irksome 
make  do  and  mend  patching  of  obsolete  property. 

The  proposed  housing  schemes  should  do  much  to 
abbreviate  the  worries  of  the  'Housing  and  Public  Health 
Committees  0 


Diptheria  Immunisation  Figures  1 947° 


Number  of  children  who 
completed  a  full  course 
of  primary  immunisation 
in  the  authority 8 s  area. 


Under  5  yrs. 

5-14  yrs. 

Total 

59 

69 

128 

Number  of  children  who 
were  given  a  secondary 
or  reinforcing 
injection. 

Total , 

27 


Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Number  of  children  on  the  Register  -  176# 


New  Cases, 

52. 


Age 

0  ~  1  yr * 
40. 


Age 

1  -  3  yrs. 


84. 


Mothers. 

1103. 


Many  thanks  are  due  to  Nurse  Rose  for  supplying  these 
figures. 

A  new  centre  is  being  established  in  1948  at  Coates. 
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FACTORIES  A.CT,  1937 . 


Inspections  made  (under  the  Factories  Act)  for  1947. 


Premises, 

- - - - - - - 

No  *  on 
Register, 

Inspections, 

-  ,  . 

Written 

Notices, 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Factories  in  i 
which  sections 

1 S2S3 &  6  axe 
to  be  enforced 
by  Local 
Authorities, 

40 

i 

19 

3 

Nil 

Factories  in 
which  section  ~j 
is  enforced. 

22 

27 

5 

Nil 

Other 
premises . 

18 

12 

1 

Nil 

Total  : 

1  CO 

1  ° 

1 

i— ...... — _ _ - 

58 

9 

Nil 

Particulars, 

Found., 

Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Ove r crowding 
Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Scmitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient, 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 


4 


4 


1 


3 


1 


1  1 

3  3 


9. 


Total 


9. 


Night soil . 

Night soil  oolloction  from  cesspools  in  the  outlying 
area  was  undertaken  from  1st  October , 1 947 • 


Caravan  Gamps, 

The  two  Caravan  Camps  have  been  carried  on  without 
complaint , 


Milk » 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  3 1  registered 
milk  producers 0  Three  of  these  left  the  district  and 
later  three  new  entrants  to  milk  production  were 
registered. 

Eight  producers  hold  "Accredited"  milk  licences  - 
one  more  than  19460 


Other  Poods* 


During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  condemned  as 


unfit  for  human  food 

6  do s0  Fish  cakes 
48  cartons  dried  egg 
19  lbs,  cheese 
2i  "  figs 


Mouldy, 

Affected  by  mites. 
Maggoty  and  decomposing. 
Mouldy, 


2  tins  syrup 
1 54  lbs ,  Sugar 


Damaged  and  contaminated. 
Damaged  and  contaminated. 


Meat  Inspector. 

Meat  is  inspected  in  the  shops  and  at  the  Slaughter  houses 
in  the  District  by  Mr *J.H. Poles* 


Infestation* 

Rats  were  reported  on  several  occasions,  and  were 
poisoned  by  the  tenants  of  the  premises  or  by  the 
Isle  of  Ely  County  Council  Pesos  Officer,, 
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